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Conference & UMC News and Resources

Episcopal Office Announces Direct Dial Number
The Denver Area Episcopal Office now has a direct dial number: 303-733-0083. You are encouraged to
contact Bishop Brown and his Executive Assistant Jayne Adams using this number.

Welcome Jack Ford to Conference Staff

The Council on Finance and Administration is pleased to announce Jack Ford as the new Conference
Treasurer/Pension Officer/Director of Support Services. He comes to us most recently from employment
with the Town of Parker and prior to that, South Suburban Parks and Recreation District. Jack is an active
member of Littleton UMC and began work May 15. Please welcome Jack to our Conference staff. His
phone number is ext. 151 at 800-536-3736 or direct at 303-325-7051 and his e-mail is jack@rmcumc.com.

Annual Conference Deadlines Loom

Voting members of the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference 2006 session meeting in Greenwood Village,
CO, June 21-24, 2006, can save $30 by getting your registration postmarked by May 25. Furthermore, no
special meals may be added to one’s registration after June 2, which also means none will be available at
the door. Do it now!

Registration for the Conference

Elected Lay Members and clergy should have received registration booklets and pre-Conference
information. If not, please call Nancy Cox, 800-536-3736 x 155. Remember, if you received a packet and
are no longer the voting member of the Conference from your congregation please pass it on immediately to
the person who is currently serving!

A registration form for the conference (excluding lodging) is in the middle of each red booklet. If additional
forms are needed, please make a copy of this one or download them from the Conference web site
http://rmcumc.org/COl/ac/ac2006/.

Lodging Reservations

To make lodging reservations on-line go to our Conference web site (RMCUMC.org).

* On the home page, scroll down to the second box on the left ("Conference Information") and click on
"Annual Conference 06."

+ This will take you to the "Annual Conference" page. Scroll to the heading "Hotel Reservations" and click
on "Marriott Tech Center here." This will take you directly to the hotel reservation page. Follow their
instructions.

* If you prefer, you may call 1.888.238.1491. Ask for Group Code "UMC."

Conference to Celebrate 50" Anniversary of Methodist Clergywomen

This year is the 50th Anniversary of full clergy rights for Methodist women. Bishop Minerva Carcano,
Episcopal leader of the Desert Southwest Annual Conference and noted preacher will be bringing the
message on Wednesday evening, June 21st and again at the ordination worship on Saturday evening, the
24th.
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Donna Patterson and others are planning the opening night worship in celebration of the 50th anniversary of
ordination of women. They'd like to compile a listing of the clergywomen ordained in the RMC since 1956. If
you are a clergywoman, please send her your name and date of ordination as deacon, elder, local licensed
pastor. If you know of a clergywoman who is deceased, please also send to Donna her name and date of
ordination if known.

More information regarding the service will be sent as soon as things are finalized. Clergywomen should be
prepared to bring robe and favorite stole as well as a candle with holder for the service. The candle may be
taper or other (no votive or anything with a strong scent please). The candle will represent the light of Christ
you bring to the ministry of the church. If you have any questions, thoughts or ideas please email Donna at

pcejoy@earthlink.net.

Petition 14 Revised

Darlene Woods has provided a revised version of Petition 14, Election Process for Rocky Mountain
Conference Nominating Committee, with a correction to the “person to present petition” (Wendy Moffat) and
a modification to the member replacement process. See the revision on the RMCUMC.org web:
http://www.rmcumc.org/COl/ac/ac2006/petitions.htm

Annual Conference Martz/Lhotka Workshop Open

Nancy Butterfield reminds us that anyone can attend the workshop by Harvey Martz and Carole Lhotka on
Stewardship, "Maximizing the Financial Resources of Your Congregation" on Wednesday afternoon, June
21. Attendees do not have to pay the $10 guest fee; however they should fill out a registration form and
check the box for the workshop so enough materials can be on hand for everyone.

Conference Golf Tourney to Benefit Clergy Covenant Fund

The Clergy Covenant Fund was set up by the Board of Ordained Ministry to assist clergy in special needs
situations. In order to build up the fund, the Annual Conference Golf Tournament proceeds will go to this
fund. The goal is to raise $3,000! The tournament is Wednesday, June 21, tee time 7:30 a.m. More info
from Bill Selby, integrit4u@comcast.net. This is a "fun" golf outing--for every type of golfer. The Rules will
give you chuckles. See page 20 of red pre-conference registration booklet for more information.

If you can't golf....or you don't golf.....you can still donate to the Clergy Covenant Fund. Send a check to and
made out to Center for Pastoral Effectiveness and indicate on it Clergy Covenant Fund.....it will be included.

The New Vision: You Were There
Extra copies of the Eastertide issue of The New Vision are available. E-mail kerry@rmcumc.com.

Music/Worship Event Gets National Exposure

If you are involved in worship planning, preaching, or music, you may already know about the great
resources available on the General Board of Discipleship web site (http://gbod.org/worship/). The upcoming
RMC music and worship event, "With Hearts and Hands and Voices," is listed on the "Music" "Events" page:
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?loc_id=17,323&act=nav_loc Watch this page on the RMCUMC.org
web site for more details: http://www.rmcumc.org/Ml/worship/.

Judicial Council Upholds Bishop Brown Ruling

In its story reporting on the decisions of the recent Judicial Council rulings, United Methodist News Service
has a photo of Bishop Brown, whose decision of law at the 2005 Annual Conference was affirmed in a
decision of the Council. This was the decision that an amendment to a petition that allowed elders and local
pastors to waive base minimum compensation was a violation of the Book of Discipline. "Only deacons may
choose to waive minimum base compensation" and can be appointed to a non-salaried position, the ruling
stated. "Elders and local pastors are entitled to receive not less than the equitable compensation established
by the annual conference." The UMNS story is here on the UMC.org web site: http://tinyurl.com/hhcsw.
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In other action, the Council refused to reconsider its rulings in 1031 and 1032. Complete recent Judicial
Council decisions are at this address: http://tinyurl.com/gqf4d. Bishop Brown has written to the UMs of the
Denver Episcopal Area (Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone Conferences) regarding the recent Judicial
Council decisions allowing pastors to exclude persons from membership. The letter is below in this issue.
More information on this issue is available at http://rmcumc.org/News/Communications/news.htm

Bishop's Young Adult Initiative Still Accepting Volunteer Applications

GraceWorks Community: The Bishop's Young Adult Initiative still has spaces available for young adults
(age 18-30) who wish to put their faith into action through a year of volunteer service. Participants will work
full-time at local non-profit organizations, engaging in direct service and advocacy with persons who are poor
and marginalized, while living together in intentional community with other volunteers. Our first house will be
located in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and volunteers will be placed for service beginning in late August 2006.

Applications and additional information are available online at www.graceworkscommunity.org. The
application deadline has been extended, and applications will continue to be accepted (as space is available)
through June 30, 2006. Preference will be given to applicants from the Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone
region. If you or someone you know might be interested, please contact Kerry Greenhill, Director, at
800-536-3736 x153 or kerry@graceworkscommunity.org.

RMC UM Foundation Announces Endowment Development Consultant

Marilyn Bierbach, Executive Director of the RMC United Methodist Foundation, has announced a new
addition to the team at the Foundation. Edy Hughes has joined the Foundation as ENDOWMENT
DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT. Edy has a wealth of professional background in helping non-profits
establish and promote their endowments. Please feel free to call them at 303-778-6370.

Be sure to note the new address for the Foundation: R.M.C. United Methodist Foundation, Inc., 3333 S.
Bannock St., Suite 205, Englewood, CO 80110. The P.O. Box will be closed soon. www:RM-UMF.org

CU Boulder Wesley Foundation Serves During Break
Seven students at the Boulder Wesley Foundation served in Moss Point, Mississippi, during Spring Break
2006, helping repair homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Read more: http://wesleyf.org/wst_page9.html

Coming Events

Safari Comes To Arvada!

A fundraiser for the Africa Partnership is scheduled for Saturday, June 3, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the El Jebel
Shrine Center, 4625 W. 50th in Arvada. Entitled “Safari Showcase: Design with a Heart,” the event will
feature the latest designer fashion show, designer boutique, African drummers and crafts, and a silent
auction. Tickets are $30; order from Dorothy at 303-755-7416 or June at 303-433-9040. A flyer is here:
http://rmcumc2.org/News/safarishow06.jpg or full-size at http://rmcumc2.org/News/safarishowfull.jpg.

Mission Trip Training Comes to Highlands Ranch

Reminder: Volunteers in Mission Team Leader Training - Saturday, June 3, 2006, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, St.
Luke's United Methodist Church, Highlands Ranch, CO. This training is for anyone who would like to lead a
mission team, either domestic or international, or for anyone interested in mission trips. To register, please
contact Betsy Keyack, 303-346-7057, bkeyack@att.net

Five-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation® for laity and clergy
A program of Upper Room Ministries®, sponsored by the Board of Ordained Ministry of the Rocky Mountain
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Dwelling with God, October 8-13, 2006: “Life in the Desert:
Growing in the Love of God and Neighbor with the Early Monastic Teachers” Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat
House, Sedalia, Colorado
rhythm and balance « rest and renewal * spiritual community « worship and study « prayer and reflection «
silence and solitude
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More information: Registrar Jean Foreman, 1-970-245-6887 or jeanforeman@bresnan.net; brochure:
http://rmcumc2.org/News/5-DayAcademy06.html

Peace With Justice Sunday June 11

The Church and Society Network for Peace with Justice wants to remind congregations that June 11 is
Peace with Justice Sunday. As one of the six special Sundays that United Methodists are called to observe,
this Sunday supports our connectional ministries in the world which promote social justice. Half of the
offering collected on that day stays in the Rocky Mountain Conference for the work of the Church and
Society Network Advocating for Peace with Justice Committee.

Some highlights of our work:

» Camp Joy for children of incarcerated parents;

* VBS in partnership with Denver Inner City Parish serving Denver's city kids;

* an interfaith prayer service on the 3rd anniversary of the war in Iraq;

» co-sponsorship of a presentation by Tex Sample at Iliff and of health care hearings by Health Care for All
Colorado;

» writing curricula for a study of the Social Principles for adult classes and for a session for parents and
youth on alcohol abuse (available on our web site: http://www.rmcumc.org/Ml/Justice/);

+ grants to individuals and groups engaged in peace with justice work and much more.

We cannot continue and enhance our ministries at an acceptable level without the support of many churches
in the Rocky Mountain Conference. Please set a time to observe Peace with Justice Sunday in your
congregations. PWJ Sunday can be celebrated any time during the year if June Il does not fit in your local
church schedule. For more information about Peace with Justice Sunday and the other official UM Special
Sundays, visit http://www.umcgiving.org. Church and Society Network for Peace with Justice, 6110
Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Greenwood Village, CO 80111, 303-325-7052, peacewithjustice@rmcumc.com
Web: http://rmcumc.org/Ml/Justice/

Myths of Homosexuality To Be Exposed

Columbine United Church is hosting a forum on homosexuality starting in late May, called "Exposing The
Myths: An Open And Honest Discussion of Homosexuality in our Church and Society." The forum will be
held every Wednesday from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM starting May 31 and running through June 28. There is no
fee and both child care and refreshments will be provided. Columbine United Church is located at 6375 S.
Platte Canyon Road in Littleton, CO. For more information please contact Rev. George Dunn at
gedunnsr@msn.com or by telephone at 303-877-4769 http://rmcumc.org/Community/viewtopic.php?t=301

CU Boulder Wesley Foundation To Celebrate WF Ministry

A special Wesley Alumni Reunion event will be held this summer over the week-end of August 4-6th at the
Wesley Foundation in Boulder. Help to celebrate this great ministry that has meant so much to so many of
us! More: http://wesleyf.org/wst_page19.html

Missions

More Missions Parade Photos Needed!

Betsy Keyack, coordinator of the Missions Parade at Annual Conference, says she's gotten only 27
responses about the Missions Parade presentation. Use this opportunity to celebrate what your church is
doing in Missions, whether locally or globally! If you don't have a photo, send Betsy a couple of sentences
about your mission activity. The original announcement read, This year at Annual Conference, we will again
have a "Missions Parade" to celebrate the mission work of the churches in the Rocky Mountain Conference!
Due to space limitations, our "Missions Parade" will be a colorful slide show. We invite you to pick one
picture of a mission your church has been involved with - in your local community, in the US, or international.
Please email or send your picture, along with the name of your church and the name of the mission to:
Betsy Keyack, bkeyack@att.net.
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McCurdy School Invites Work Teams

McCurdy School in Espafnola, New Mexico, one of our United Methodist agencies, reminds us all that they
are available for work teams throughout the summer. There are a multitude of places across our country
and around the world who are providing opportunities for Volunteers in Mission, and now you have heard of
one more. This is a great place for your volunteers. For more information contact Cindy Irwin at (505)
753-7221. Visit http://mccurdy.org. — Ron Hodges, Director of Mission and Ministry

Africa Partnership Sponsors Work Trips

KENYA - July 11-18. Work on projects of the Kenya Methodist Church and in the community.... tour other
Methodist projects. Experience the annual migration of animals from Tanzania to the Maasai Mara. Please
contact Ann Fort - 303-220-0840 or e-mail annfort@msn.com

The Conference Community

Prayer Concerns and Caring For The Conference Community

Prayer Concerns are offered for the Clergy and Lay Members and leadership of the Annual Conference and

theirimmediate families, as a way to nurture the community of the Annual Conference. Prayer concerns are

sent to those on the Conference Bulletin Board e-mail list as “Prayers.” Please keep these in your prayers:

* Family and friends of retired RMC clergy member Hugh Critchett, who died Saturday, April 29. A
memorial service was held at FUMC, Pueblo May 3. He is survived by his son, Herb Critchett of Pueblo
and daughter, Betty DeBery of Highlands Ranch. Expressions of care can be sent in care of Herb at 82
Baylor, Pueblo, CO 81005. Hugh was ordained in Nebraska in 1937. He transferred to the Colorado
Conference in 1942 and served Yuma, Wheatridge, Monte Vista, Montclair, Westminster, Pueblo First,
and Brighton, as well as serving as the Pueblo District Superintendent from 1961-1967. He retired in
1979. After retirement, he served 11 years at Beulah (1981-92).

+ Betty Kendall, retired RMC clergy, whose mother, Betty Luttrell (in her 90s), died April 28, following a
hemorrhagic stroke. Memorial services were held in Atmore, Alabama. Expressions of care may be sent
to wesbetty@comcast.net, or 5219 Territorial St, Parker, CO 80134. Mrs. Luttrell's grandson Guy
Kendall is a member at Calvary UMC, Colorado Springs, and Kelly Kendall lives in Highlands Ranch.

+ Daryl Easterday-McPadden, daughter of Steve and Kim Easterday-McPadden. Steve is pastor at
Longs Peak UMC, Longmont. Daryl continues a slow recovery following spinal surgery. Steve and
family give thanks for the prayers and expressions of support they’'ve received. Expressions of care may
be sent to 649 Timothy Drive, Longmont, CO 80503.

+ Brian Hare-Diggs, pastor at First UMC, Salt Lake City. Jennifer, his spouse and RMC clergy in
extension ministry, says he spent some time in the hospital the week of April 24, and after numerous
tests, he was diagnosed with myocarditis (infammation of the heart), which he also had 8 years ago.
This is a very painful condition, but he is now home and comfortable and slowly getting back into work.
Jennifer writes, "We have been overwelmed with loving community here in SL and appreciate all the
prayers. Thanks so much." Expressions of care may be sent to 2344 E 1700 S, Salt Lake City, UT,
84108 or harediggs@yahoo.com.

* Roger Patterson, spouse of Donna Patterson, pastor at FUMC, Alamosa. Roger had a mild heart
attack on Saturday, April 29. He is doing well and did not have to have a stint or surgery. He is being
treated with medication, diet and exercise. Expressions of care can be sent to Roger and Donna at 1221
First Street, Alamosa, CO 81101 or at pcejoy@earthlink.net (Donna), rdpdd@earthlink.net (Roger).

+ Jeannie Merriman, spouse of Keith Merriman, retired RMC clergy. Jeannie had her right knee replaced
May 10. Expressions of care may be sent to 1650 46th Ave, Greeley, CO 80634 or
keithmerriman@hotmail.com.

» Paul Pixler, retired clergy member of RMC and father of Wes Pixler (RMC clergy member on disability
leave), was cleaning the gutters of his house in Longmont on Friday, May 12th when he fell off a ladder.
He broke his neck and several ribs. He will be in the hospital in Longmont for several days and then in
the rehab ward for a couple of weeks. Expressions of care may be sent to Paul at 1633 Linden St.,
Longmont 80501 and Wes at 614 Kim Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525, wespixler@on-line.com



+ Edna Smith, spouse of Garth Smith, lay member to the annual conference from Green River UMC, as
she grieves Garth’s death on May 5,2006 in Salt Lake City. Expressions of care for Edna may be sent to
maxine@sweetwaterhsa.com or 330 Signal Dr., Rock Springs, WY 82901.

Clergy Transitions

The complete appointment list with current e-mails is available on the RMCUMC web site:
http://rmcumc.org/CHI/DistrictSites/allappts.phtml. This list is updated each month September - May
(irregularly June-August).

Effectlve July 1, 2006
Jenny Arfmann, currently serving as Associate at Arvada UMC is appointed to Lafayette UMC. Linda
Wells who is serving there now has been appointed to First UMC Douglas.

* Matthias Krier, currently serving Niwot UMC is appointed to Steamboat Springs UMC. Larry Oman who
is serving there now will retire.

*+ Ramon Robledo is appointed to East UMC, Colorado Springs. Ramon currently serves the Akron UMC.
He follows David Ferguson, who is serving as supply at East during May and June. Terrilyn Russ,
currently pastor at East is on renewal leave during May and June.

» Dave York is appointed as pastor of SonRise UMC in Pueblo West. Dave will be commissioned toward
elders orders at Annual Conference. His wife, Rhonda, will be commissioned toward deacons orders.

* Aaron Gray is appointed to an extension ministry to Conference Council Director of the West Michigan
Annual Conference. He leaves Burns United Methodist Church in Aurora.

» Burry Bessee, current pastor of Hygiene UMC, is appointed to Cheyenne Wells and Kit Carson Colorado
UM Churches. As previously announced, the current pastor of Cheyenne Wells and Kit Carson churches
appointed to First UMC Glenwood Springs.

* Ginny Bettendorf, current pastor of First UMC in Gillette, Wyoming, is appointed to Redlands UMC in
Grand Junction, Colorado. As previously announced, the current pastor of Redlands, Leighton Mekeal is
appointed to First UMC Greeley.

+ Ed Bigler is appointed to Hilltop UMC in Sandy, UT. Don Schlichting, the current Senior Minister, retires.

* Freddie' (Freda) Latham-Durrant, will be appointed pastor of Valley Vista United Methodist Church and
Thornton United Methodist Church. Latham-Durrant currently serves First UMC, Fort Lupton, Colorado.

« Jeff Babb, currently serving Burlington UMC, will be appointed to Grace UMC in Denver. The new
appointment of Larry Paulson, currently appointed to Grace, is still under negotiation.

Effective August 1:
* Kent Ingram, currently senior pastor of First UMC, Appleton, Wisconsin, will be appointed senior pastor
of First UMC, Colorado Springs.

Positions Available

Newly posted positions: see the Jobs page at rmcumc.org (Church Resources, Jobs) for full details of these
positions.

* Worship and Arts Assistant, Broomfield, CO

Director of Music, Brighton, CO

Director/Minister of Music, Centennial, CO

Director of Children's Ministries, Colorado Springs, CO

Cook/Kitchen Manager, Fort Collins, CO

Director of Praise and Worship Music Team, Colorado Springs

Contemporary Worship Music Director, Wheat Ridge, CO

Pews Available
Four 10' pews, light oak in color in good condition. Contact Nancy at First United Methodist Church,
Greeley, 970-353-5522. Will need to be picked up at the church.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I write to send you blessings on these glorious days after Easter. The message of resurrection still rings in our ears and hearts and I
pray that you are living in that hope and joy.

By now, almost all of you have heard the news coming from the Judicial Council. To bring you up to date, last year a pastor in the
Virginia Conference refused to receive a person into the congregation by transfer from another denomination because the pastor
understood the man was homosexual. Believing that the pastor was not in accord with her own understanding of John Wesley's
reliance on grace, the Bishop of Virginia, Charlene Kammerer, removed the pastor from his appointment and placed him on leave of
absence. Her actions were accepted by the Virginia Conference but the pastor, Rev. Johnson, appealed the decision to the Judicial
Council and the Council ruled that he had the implied authority to bar membership. Bishop Kammerer and many others asked for
reconsideration of Decision 1032 when the Judicial Council met three weeks ago. In a vote of 5 to 4, the Judicial Council refused to
reconsider their previous decision. The Council did, however, signal their encouragement for the wider church to continue in
Christian conferencing around the implication of the issues at stake.

I am personally disappointed that the Council refused to reconsider their previous decision. The Book of Discipline of our Church
makes it clear that the role of the Judicial Council is to interpret disciplinary provisions from a legal standpoint. I believe they have
moved from interpreting church law to making it. I happen to agree with some members of the Council who wrote in dissent that
The Book of Discipline does not mention the "responsible pastoral judgment” that the concurring majority mention in stating their
case.

I also believe that the decision as originally rendered was not a decision of grace. Itis Christ's invitation that brings us to the Table
of Holy Communion, and it is Christ's invitation that brings us into deeper fellowship with fellow Christians within the life of a local
congregation. All of us who serve as clergy are merely extending the invitation that comes from our Savior; an invitation to live into
a new life in relationship with God’s people.

My personal feelings aside, the Judicial Council has spoken. Their ruling is the law of the Church and we are bound by it at least
until General Conference meets in 2008. The delegates to the 2008 General Conference will have the opportunity to consider where
our great church shall go on matters such as these.

The United Methodist Church began as our nation was beginning; the historic principle of "separation of powers" that we understand
within our national life are mirrored within our Church. We do not all agree on actions taken by our President, our Congress, or
even the Supreme Court, but our disagreement should not be interpreted as disloyalty to the Nation.

In similar fashion, our agreement or disagreement with the Judicial Council decision does not lessen our responsibilities to model
Christian conversations or civility within the great family of United Methodists. I want you to know that I will be attempting to
model my life and actions after Christ as I respond to this issue, and I invite you - [ urge you - to do the same.

In God's Grace and Peace,
Wllﬂ////ﬂ ﬂ;o/ /&d/ﬂlﬂ, %4
Warner H. Brown, Jr.

Resident Bishop

6110 Greenwood Plaza Boulevard Greenwood Village, CO 80111 303-733-0083 FAX 303-733-5047
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TableTalk Publication and Subscription Information

TableTalk is a summary of the most important e-mailed information sent to the Rocky Mountain Conference
e-lists since the last issue. If you wish to receive all information sent by e-mail to the Conference, please
send us your e-mail address and say what kinds of information you wish to receive. If official Conference
News is the only information you wish to receive, you can sign up yourself at http://rmcumc.org/subscribe.

TableTalk is edited by Ben Roe, Information Administrator. The next TableTalk will be published via e-mail
June 28 and sent in the next few days by US Postal Service bulk mail. It will contain items sent prior to the
date of publication. To subscribe to TableTalk, send an e-mail (or a postcard) with your name, church, and
e-mail address to ben@rmcumc.com or the address above.
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